City of Asheville

Security Team
Weapon Retention Outline:

POINT method: Protect, Orient, Initiate, Neutralize, and Threat Assessment.

Protect-

This is perhaps the most essential component of the POINT method. Protect your gun, preferably while it

is still in its holster. Some specific techniques you can use are:

Evasive footwork/body movement

Striking techniques using personal body weapons
e  Counter grab and control of the aggressor's gripping hand

e Deploying other force options, including firearms
If a simple evasive maneuver doesn't suffice, you may immediately strike the aggressor, preventing the

aggressor from establishing a grip on your gun.

Orient-
Once you have provided for the initial protection of your gun, you must orient yourself in relation to your

aggressor(s) and your environment.

This means establishing a position from which to initiate a counterattack, disengage, or escape. In the
case of a static reach and grab attempt, a simple step to a balanced stance may suffice. Some specific

techniques for orienting yourself in relation to your aggressor(s) are:

e  Footwork to establish your balance

e Body movement such as a sprawl or guard position
You should begin to orient yourself as soon as you have protected your weapon; the two may occur

simultaneously.

Initiate-
Once you have protected and oriented yourself, you must initiate control or disengage and/or escape
from your attacker. Counterattacks are varied. Use takedown and throwing techniques, striking

techniques, or any combination of the two.

Techniques you can use to initiate control or escape include:
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e Footwork/body movement

e Takedown techniques
e  Striking techniques

e Control holds

Neutralize-
Neutralizing an aggressor in a gun retention situation means gaining control over the aggressor and
rendering him incapable of further attack. Common sense and statistics tell us we can assume lethal
consequences for the officer who loses his firearm to an aggressor. Therefore, when an aggressor tries to

take your gun, you must neutralize him.

Conceivably, verbal commands followed by a handcuffing technique might accomplish this objective.
Realistically, debilitating strikes or joint manipulation techniques, followed by handcuffing would be more

appropriate. Neutralizing techniques include:

e Verbal commands

e  Striking techniques

e Joint manipulation techniques

e Impact weapon techniques

e Less-lethal force option techniques
e Handcuffing techniques

e  Firearms

Threat Assessment-
Just as you train to scan and assess threats after firing your weapon, you must do the same once you have
neutralized your aggressor. Reassess the aggressor, the environment, and other potential aggressors.
Threat assessment ideally precedes action, but we do not always have that luxury. Additionally, threat
assessment may occur at any time during a weapon retention encounter but should always occur after
neutralizing. If you identify additional threats, from your initial aggressor or others, you must take the
appropriate action.

Stay Alert, always. Yes, we are only human, and we get tired. But being mentally ready is not
just words we speak; it is something we must live by. We chose to be Armed Security Officers,
To protect our Clients, Customers, and our fellow Officers.
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